CATCH A WAVE

NEWSLETTER

WELCOME TO L'ARCHE WAVECREST, MELISSA MOHR VERSTEGEN
by Marianne Loewe, Board President, on Behalf of the Board of Directors
We, the Board of Directors of L'Arche Wavecrest, are delighted to welcome
Melissa Mohr Verstegen as the Community Leader/Executive Director of L'Arche
Wavecrest. Melissa began her work in this capacity on April 14th and has been
deeply engaged in her role since that very first day. What is Melissa's past
experience that could prepare her for such an amazing position?
For six years, Melissa taught Junior High students at a private school. That alone
demonstrates commitment and a deep caring for young people in transitional
years. From her references we learned even more, namely, that she lived the
very values that are foundational to L'Arche during her years of teaching: the
unique and sacred value of each person, transparency, inclusion, community,
harmony within diversity, the gift of collaboration, gratitude-expressed often and sincerely, conflict mediation.
As an HR Manager in a subsequent job, Melissa was praised for her ability to listen carefully to those in her
care, to stand up for workers' rights, to encourage efforts to advance workers, to celebrate success, to explore
ways to settle disputes amicably.
It is a joy to embrace Melissa as leader of our community and to accompany her on her path with L'Arche
Wavecrest. Her presence among us is a grace for the entire community. You will be blessed when you
come to know her and participate in the mission of L'Arche Wavecrest with her.
L’ARCHE WAVECREST GARDEN AND COMMUNITY GATHERING SPACES IN PROGRESS!
by Martha Cain, Board Member
We are excited to be moving ahead with creating garden and
community gathering spaces at both Abraham House and
Jean’s House. The garden bed at Abraham House planted
just before our Annual L’Arche Wavecrest Auction on April
17th is growing splendidly. (add photo) Thank you to the Core
Members and Assistants who have been watering!
At our April 17th Auction we raised $3000 for building
additional garden beds. Each bed will be dedicated to a
person/people who have been important in the life of the
L’Arche Wavecrest community. We are excited to announce
that between June 12-18th we will be installing three beds at
Jean’s House!
Our long-term plan is to engage volunteers (students, scouts, neighbors, members of congregations) in the
lives of the Core Members with the expanding gardens as the venue. We have also reached out to the Master
Gardeners of Orange County for assistance and hope to hear back soon. If you know someone who has
gardening expertise who would like to help, please contact us!

HOUSE HOPPING WITH SERGIO
by Melissa Mohr Verstegen, Executive Director & Community Leader
L’Arche Wavecrest’s resident comedian, Sergio, is now bringing his playful and
sharp wit to Abraham House. Lovingly nicknamed “the Frat House,” Abraham House
has been made complete with Core Members Sergio, Chris, Jazz, and John, and
live-in Assistant Koki. Sergio previously lived at Jean’s House, but now has a brightly
lit bedroom and “way more closet space” at Abraham House. His room is decorated
with every Star Wars memorabilia
you could think of and he hopes to
continue to make it feel more like
home. Unanimously, our other Core
Members agree that Sergio “has a great personality and sense of
humor, is very friendly, and is easy to get along with.” At Abraham
House, Sergio likes to “play video games, basketball, corn hole, and
joke around with everyone.” If you ever want your corn hole game
tested, look no further than Sergio. He is a natural at the game and will
keep meticulous records of your points. Sergio is currently working at
Dave’s Cosmic Subs in Seal Beach, with the best part of the job being
the “free sandwiches.” He is hoping that he will get to work more hours
over the summer, and hence, get more free sandwiches. Sergio is truly
a cornerstone of Abraham House. We are very blessed to have him
Sergio and Gilbert
here and hope to continue to build a thriving community with all of our
amazing guys.
Sergio and "Baby Yoda"

COMMUNITY GATHERING: LET THE SUNSHINE IN
by Melissa Mohr Verstegen, Executive Director & Community Leader
L’Arche Wavecrest held its first in-person Community Gathering post lockdown on June 12. Core Members, assistants,
family, and friends of L’Arche came to Jean’s house to share a socially-distanced lunch and quality time, many meeting
in person for the first time in over a year. Core Member Chris shared, “My favorite part was hanging out and seeing my
friends!” New Abraham House live-in Assistant, Koki, was also blessed at the gathering. Koki, a recent graduate of
Notre Dame, interned at L’Arche Seattle for two previous summers and has now joined Wavecrest full time. His
attentiveness, creativity, and compassion make him a perfect fit and we are so blessed to have him in our community.

Adam, Liz, and guests
Leslie and Chris

SAVE THE DATES
Prayer Night:

Community Gathering:

6:30 pm – 7:30 pm on 4th Monday of each month.

Jul 10, Aug 14, Sept 11, Oct 9, Nov 13, Dec 11.

Visit us at www.larchewavecrest.org

